The Cycle of the Servant (Mark 6:30-34) 

Proposition: Every one of us, as believes can live healthy 
productive spiritual lives by following the three guidelines laid out 
in the text before us. 

I. Be Comforted in the Reception of the Saviour (Vs. 29- 

31) 

A. A Reception in Times of Emotion (Vs. 29) 

B. A Reception in Times of Elation (Vs. 30) 

C. A Reception in Times of Exhaustion (Vs. 31a) 

II. Be Constrained to the Rest of the Servant (Vs. 31-32) 

A. Be Purposeful in Your Spiritual Rest (Vs. 31-32) 

B. Be Private in Your Spiritual Rest (Vs. 32) 

C. Be Periodic in Your Spiritual Rest (Vs. 31) 

III. Be Conscious of the Want of the Sheep (Vs. 33-34) 

A. Be Obliging to the Cry of the Sheep (Vs. 33-34) 

B. Be Affectionate upon the Condition of the Sheep 
(Vs. 34) 
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1) ...they are returning from the fields of labor and service. 
When you are laboring in the fields of service be 
comforted in the reception of the Saviour. Notice first we 
can count on... 


2) Psalms 16:11 ...in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 


3) Charles Spurgeon - What mean these dispatches from the 
battlefield? "Last night fourteen souls were under 
conviction, fifteen were justified, and eight received full 
sanctification." I am weary of this public bragging, this 
counting of unhatched chickens, this exhibition of 
doubtful spoils. Lay aside such numberings of the people, 
such idle pretence of certifying in half a minute that 
which will need the testing of a lifetime. 


4) ...at the end of such labors you can find a comforting 
reception at Jesus feet! 


1) ...service is like a sponge. The more you give the more 
they will take. Jesus saw disaster ahead for these weary 
servants and called them away. We too can be over spent 
in labors. I heard a poem that said "Mary had a little 
lamb, twas given her to keep. But then she join the local 
church, and died from lack of sleep!" Both physical and 
spiritual rest is an imperative a necessity!! 
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1) Richard Baxter - Recreation to the Christian must be as 
whetting (sharpening) to the mower (lawnmower), that 
is, to be used only so far as is necessary for his work. 

2) John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day... 


3) ...service when confronted with the condition of the 
sheep. When we look do we really see the need? 


